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AGENDA 
City/School Committee 
Regular Meeting of the Advisory Committee  

Special Meeting of the Emeryville City Council and Emery Unified School District Board of Trustees 
 
 

September 6, 2012 – 5:30 pm 
 

Ralph Hawley School, 1275 61st Street 
 
 

All Advisory Committee meetings are noticed as Special City Council and School District Board of Trustees Meetings so that any or all of the City Council or School 
District Board of Trustees may attend and participate in the Advisory Committee’s deliberations. However, actions taken by Advisory Committees are not official actions 
of the City Council and School District Board of Trustees but must be ratified at a regular City Council and School District Board of Trustees Meeting. All writings that 
are public records and relate to an agenda item below which are distributed to a majority of the City/School Committee (including writings distributed to a majority of the 
City/School Committee less than 72 hours prior to the meeting noticed below) will be available at the Information Counter, 1333 Park Avenue, Emeryville, 
California during normal business hours (9am to 5pm, Monday through Friday, excluding legal holidays). 
 

I. Roll Call 
II. Public Comment  
III. Approval of 8/2/12 Minutes 
IV. Staff/Committee Member Comments 
V. Information Items 

a.  Update from Emery Ed Fund (Powell – 5 mins) 
b.  COC Chair’s Report and Annual Report  (Rausch –10 mins) 
c.  ECCL Project Report (Miller - 10 mins)  
 1. Financial Update 
       2. Project status 
d.  Update on Oversight Board action regarding ECCL (O’Keeffe – 5 mins)   
e.  Update on ESS All-Class Reunion (10 mins)  

       VI.         Action Items  
VII. Adjournment 

 
 
FURTHER INFORMATION may be obtained by contacting Melinda Chinn, City/School Committee Secretary, at (510) 596-4314   
 
Dated: 08/30/2012  ________________________________________ Karen Hemphill, City Clerk  
Post on: 08/31/2012    
Post until: 09/07/2012  ________________________________________ Debbra Lindo, EUSD Superintendent 
   

All documents are available in alternative formats, on request.  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, a person requiring an accommodation, auxiliary 
aid or service to participate in this program should contact the sponsoring department at (510) 450-7813 or ADA Coordinator as far in advance as possible, but no later 

than 72 hours before the scheduled event. The best effort to fulfil the request will be made. 
 

Dominique B. Burton, ADA Coordinator 
City of Emeryville 1333 Park Avenue Emeryville, CA  94608 

Direct Line: 510.596.4380, Facsimile: 510.596.3724, TTY Relay: 711 dburton@ci.emeryville.ca.us 
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City/School Committee 
Action Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting of the Advisory Committee  
Special Meeting of the Emeryville City Council and Emery Unified School District Board of Trustees 

 
 

August 2, 2012 - 5:30pm 
 

Emery Secondary School, 1100 47th Street, Emeryville, CA 
 
 

 
1. Roll Call at 5:32pm 

a. School Board: Dice, Dwin, Simon 
b. City Council: Asher, Davis, Atkin 
c. School Staff: Lindo, Miller 
d. City Staff: O’Keeffe, Montero, Laven 
e. Students: None 
f. Excused: Brinkman, West, Taylor 
g. Unexcused: Kent, Affeldt 

  
2. Public Comment: 

a. Brian Donahue, resident, stated he completed an unscientific pole and noted that about 
half of the parents were ignorant about the impending Anna Yates Elementary School 
closure.  He doesn’t think that the Committee is ignorant, so they must be intentionally 
keeping the parents and public in the dark about this major change.  He challenged the 
Committee and schools to place a letter in the Wednesday take-home folders for children 
to make sure parents know about the items. 

 
3. Approval of 6/7/12 Action Minutes 

a. Davis moved to approve the amended 5/3/12 Action Minutes, seconded by Dice.  
Approved unanimously.   

 
4. Staff/Committee Member Comments 

a. Lindo thanked the City of Emeryville for allowing use of its conference room for their 
retreat.  EUSD has three new administrative staff.  Terri Ryland is the new Chief 
Business Officer (CBO) of EUSD.  Teachers return on the schools on 21st and school 
starts on the 28th, so the public will see much more activity at Anna Yates and the new 
Secondary School location.  Ms. Chew has been working with a team of students to 
make the Santa Fe campus a space unique and their own.  Students are pretty excited 
for the upcoming year in the new space.  The District Office will move to the Anna Yates 
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campus in September after the schools have successfully transitioned and started.  Will 
Chavarin, new principal at ESS, has a multifaceted plan for accommodating practices 
and games.  The volleyball team and community programs operated by the City will still 
be using the ESS gym through December 21st. 

b. Wendy Chew and two teachers at ESS, Mr. Weiner and Mr. Green, are working with a 
large group of students to work on what it means to be a Spartan.  This group consists of 
24 students who are committed to this work, plus their friends, which is over 10 percent of 
the school population.  The work includes creating school spirit, welcoming spaces, and 
living the guiding principals of the school.  Friday, August 10th, from 10am to 1pm, the 
students will be hosting the community to see the campus.   

c. Miller noted that EUSD would like host the September City/School Committee meeting at 
its new home of the District Offices, located at 61st and Doyle Streets at the Ralph 
Hawley campus.  Miller announced Dr. Kim has left EUSD to take on the role of Director 
of Community Schools for San Francisco Unified School District.  Miller noted that he will 
miss his colleague and she has provided a great amount of support to the District, so he 
thanked her publicly for all her work. 

d. Davis thanked the school board and administration on the special meeting on the 
progress and direction regarding the ECCL.  She felt the information covered was very 
informative and it was important, so she commends the School Board. 

e. Asher commented that she would like that any materials for the agenda be part of the 
packet distributed prior to the meeting, 

 
5. Informational Items 

a. Update from Emery Ed Fund 
i. Phillip Powell, newly hired as the permanent Executive Director, gave a report on 

the various Emery Ed Fund grants, donations, programs, and services that are 
supporting EUSD in the month of June, July, and early August.  

1. Public Comment: 
a. Brian Donahue, resident, stated that since Disney bought Pixar, the 

Emery Ed Fund has not been as successful holding its largest 
fundraiser with Pixar, which is a pre-screening of the new movie on 
its campus as a fundraiser to the schools.  He feels the Emery Ed 
Fund should make this a priority as this was a major loss to the fund 
and community. 

 
b. COC Chair’s Report 

i. Tom Rauch, COC Chair, updated that the COC had unanimously approved its 
report, is still working on recruiting new candidates, and did not have financial 
reports to review in the summer.   

 
c. ECCL Project Update 

i. Miller reviewed the ECCL Next Steps via a power point presentation.  The 
presentation featured the background of ECCL idea, economic background of 
Emeryville, information on ECCL status, value of co-location, project schedule, 
schedule of ESS vacating its campus, funding status and how it relates to 
accomplishing the ECCL plan, and direction from the School Board on next steps. 

1. Public Comment: 
a. Judy Weiss, resident, asked if the 2.2 percent increase in property 

values included the new EmeryStation Greenway building. 
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b. Brian Donahue, resident, stated Miller gave some radical information 
on the prices of what we can build a community school.  First it was 
$150 million, then $125 million, then $80 million, now $48 million.  
This change in the cost is creating a lack of trust in the project for 
me.  He was also pretty sure the School District can’t stop a charter 
school from taking over Anna Yates when it’s not used as an 
elementary school.   

 
d. Update on AB 1484 

i. O’Keeffe presented a document outlining the major provisions of AB 1484, which 
includes new provisions that tighten the controls on how the State dissolves the 
various redevelopment agencies in exchange for the bond proceeds sold before 
2010.  The good news is this means the City’s ECCL funds can be kept and used 
for the same purposes as intended. The new provision applies directly to the 
ECCL project, in which the bonds we’re sold in 2004. 

 
e. Update on the ESS All-Class Reunion 

i. Dice, co-chair of the reunion committee, provided flyers for the event scheduled for 
September 15th, 5:30-12:00am.  The committee is meeting every Wednesday to 
finalize plans for this event. 

ii. Glen Foster, co-chair of the reunion committee, thanked the City’s Community 
Services for their support of the event and approving the event use permit, 
updated that the event is still seeking sponsors, and is moving along in the 
process of planning a grand event. 

 
6. Action Items 

a. None 
 

7. Adjournment at 7:07pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



City of Emeryville 
1333 Park Avenue, Emeryville, CA 94608-3517 

TEL: (510) 596-4300 – FAX: (510) 658-8095 
www.ci.emeryville.ca.us 

 

Emery Unified School District 
4727 San Pablo Avenue, Emeryville, CA 94608 
(510) 601-4000 (510) 601-4913 Fax 

www.emeryusd.k12.ca.us 
 

 
Measure J Citizens Oversight Committee (COC) 

City/Schools Committee Report 
September 6, 2012 

 
 

 
1. The COC met on August 15, 2012 at the ESS Library 

a. With only 5 members present, no quorem formed. No formal business would be decided. 

b. The meeting convened at 6:19 for group discussion and tabling of agenda items until the 

next regularly schedule meeting. 

c. Charlie Schuman acting chair 

2. General Discussion 

a. New membership 

b. Direction of COC 

c. Liaison Structure 

3. Next meeting September 19, 2012 at a location to be determined. 
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