
City of Emeryville 
Finance Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

May 18, 2015, 5:30 p.m. 
 
Members Present:     Staff Present: 
William C Reuter, Chairperson   Sabrina Landreth, City Manager 
Benay Curtis-Bauer, Vice Chair Maria Öberg, Finance Director  
Jac Asher, Council Member   Michelle Strawson O’Hara, Accounting Supervisor 
Brian Cross, Business Rep      
 
Excused: 
Nora Davis, Council Member  
Michael Costello, Labor Rep 
Fran Quittel, Resident 
 
         

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:31 p.m. 
 

II. Public Comments:  None 
 

III. Minutes from February 23, 2015 Meeting:  Approved 
 

IV. Agenda Items: 
 
A. Quarterly Financial Update – Finance Director Maria Öberg presented the third 

quarter FY2014-15 revenue and expense highlights. 
• Member Benay Curtis-Bauer asked whether the City had experienced sales tax 

revenue reductions.  City Manager Sabrina Landreth confirmed that the City’s 
sales tax growth is currently about 3% although some agencies are budgeting 
for contraction in two years.  Staff will continue to monitor this. 

• Member Jac Asher questioned the K-9 program and where those monies are 
budgeted. Staff will respond to this and confirm whether the City has acquired a 
new police dog this year. 

 
B. Mid-Cycle Budget Review and Proposed Adjustments - Ms. Öberg presented the 

highlights. 
• Chair William Reuter noted concerns about ECCL funding given Emery 

Unified School District’s budget issues.  
• Member Asher discussed the importance of funding school crossing guards. 
• Member Curtis-Bauer questioned the library fees and whether the proposed 

minimum wage ordinance would negatively impact summer jobs for teens.  
• Approved for recommendation to the City Council. 

 
C. Annual Investment Policy Update – Ms. Öberg presented; approved for 

recommendation to the City Council. 
 

D. Update on Alameda County Fire Services Agreement – Informational only 
 

E. Update on Redevelopment Dissolution Actions – Informational only 
 

F. Update on Bonds Currently Outstanding - Informational only 
 

V. Staff Comments: Ms. Öberg explained that staff is working with consultants NBS on the 
Master Fee Schedule updates.  This will be brought forward for Council consideration and 
approval later this summer. 
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VI. Committee Member Comments:  

• Member Asher noted her support for the proposed Child Development Center (CDC) 
funding of $552k in the Mid-Cycle budget report. 

• Chair Reuter noted that he would like to discuss other possible sources of revenues at 
future meetings. 

• Member Curtis-Bauer requested that someone from the CDC attend a future committee 
meeting to discuss the status of the audit issues and how they are being resolved. 

 
VII. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 6:18 p.m. 


