
Compost Recycle Landfill 
*All food scraps from your plate  

  
*Dirty paper napkins and paper towels 

  
*Dairy cartons (like for ½&½!) 

 
*Single-use paper cups, plates, bowls  

and food-soiled cardboard  

   
*Coffee grounds/filter, tea bags, flowers 

 
*To-go packaging/ paper products  or 

“compostable” plastic (see bottom/side) 
 
 
 

City of Emeryville  

*Glass bottles 

 
*Cans 

 
*Plastic bottles & jars: ONLY #1 and #2 
(check bottom of container) – neck of 

bottle must be narrower than body 

 
*Paper (office) 

*Clean aluminum foil 
*Flattened cardboard 
*Empty aerosol cans 

 
* Junk mail (even if envelope has 

window or stickers)                    
 
 
 
 

 
www.emeryville.org/recycle 

*Single use plastic cup lids 

 
*Broken glasses or mugs or dishes 
(wrap in paper/bag, never loose!) 

   
*Styrofoam  

  
 

*Plastic that is NOT #1 or #2, such as: 
*bags 

 
*Yogurt/margarine-like tubs 

  
*six-pack rings (cut them first) 

*clam-shell boxes (non-compostable) 
* plastic wrap 
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The Summary: All food vendors, such as restaurants, cafés, delis  
and caterers, who use disposable food service-ware, must switch to  
compostable food service-ware by January 1, 2008. The ordinance 
covers all food prepared within the City of Emeryville for eventual 
sale either in or outside of the City limits.   Types of food service-ware 
covered by the ordinance include, but are not limited to, containers, 
plates, utensils, lids, cups, boxes, straws, etc.  (City Ord.#07-004) 

 
    

               Here are examples   of   
     compostable food service ware: 

 
 
Definitions: 
Compostable:  “capable of undergoing biological decomposition or otherwise becoming part 
of a usable compost”. 
Disposable:  designed for one-time use. 
 

BACKGROUND:   
 
Where can compostable food service-ware go? 
Compostable food service-ware can be collected along with food scraps and yard trimmings and 
transported to a large-scale composting facility. It is ground up and composted in long piles at high temperatures and then sold as a 
high-quality soil  
amendment to farmers and landscapers. 
 
Is all food service-ware available in compostable form? 
Most of it is now.   Compostable products, like the ones at the right, can be purchased at some 
local grocery stores and from wholesale distributors at the “Wholesale Distributors” link below.  
Encourage your retailer to carry these products and other items that make our community more 
sustainable. 
 
Why is composting important?   
To stop climate change it’s crucial to keep compostable material out of the landfill. Under 
compaction, it turns into methane - a potent greenhouse gas.  Only compostable material that  
has been collected separately in our homes and businesses can be made into organic soil products  
for food crop production. 
 
 
 

Questions? 
The Ordinance and all other Eco-Food-Ware information for the City of Emeryville is 
available at:  www.emeryville.org/recycle, or call: 510-596-3728 
 

http://www.emeryville.org/recycle

